


Some proper important emmets have arrived
for a summit in Cornwall this week. Cornish
Rebels have been checking out the summit
venue’s green credentials.

By Forest Fires

Cornwall is bracing for a tidal wave of
greenwash as G7 leaders settle into the Carbis
Bay AA Eco Luxury Hotel. They will be
smugly sipping organic cocktails on a deck
made from recycled drinking straws, while
Boris Johnson builds back better sandcastles
on the blue flag beach.

Hotel owners say they regularly encourage
beach cleans, as part of their commitment to
sustainability. That sounds good but what does
this really mean? Nothing. It’s the type of
greenwash we have got to watch out
for at this critical moment in history.
Taking credit for keeping bathing waters
clean when all you are providing is
‘education and encouragement’,
designer tote bags made from
reclaimed ocean plastic, and a
chalk board instead of a paper
menu, is simply an insult to our
intelligence.

A tipoff from a summit insider
suggests that after a bath heated
by the onsite combined heat and
power plant, world leaders will be
snuggling down with specially
made huggable bunnies. That’s

a nice touch from a hotel, which since
March has used their position as G7
conference hosts to bulldoze coastal
habitat to make way for three extra
meeting rooms. Apparently not needed
for the G7 Summit, this
development did not have prior
planning permission.

This is the Cornish equivalent of

promising a green recovery
and then announcing a
five-year spend of £27.4
billion on road
infrastructure.
The retrospective planning
application has already
received 343 objections and
no positive remarks. The
Hotel meanwhile says it
encourages growth of
natural plants to attract
wildlife.

A victim of its own success, the accommodation
offered at Carbis Bay would be compromised by
coastal erosion, made worse by climate change,
if it were not for a huge reinforced concrete sea
defence completed in 2018. Now its position is
secure, the hotel would like to increase
profitability by adding even more
accommodation.

In its long list of sustainability credits
carbis bay hotel makes no mention that
each tonne of reinforced concrete
manufactured emits 80 kilograms of
carbon emissions.
The more they build, the bigger their carbon
footprint grows.

World leaders take note. There is an inherent
danger in promising unlimited growth, green or
otherwise.

cornwall is bracing for a tidal wave of greenwash
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By Coral Bleaching

Boris Johnson, elected on a promise to
‘levelup’ the north, was understandably
confused yesterday when the G7 summit
turned its attention to levelling up the
global south.

Although his confusion is
understandable, this is not in anyway
connected to a potential tariff
free trade deal with
Australia. Despite being
located in the southern
hemisphere wealthy
Australia doesn’t
qualify as ‘global
south’.

No, this is about how
the G7, which includes
the wealthiest
democracies in the world,
helps the poorest countries
that are worst affected by the
climate and ecological crisis while
having done least to cause it.

On top of sea level rise, tropical
storms and hurricanes, the poorest
countries are having to cope with rivers
and mountains of our imported waste
plastic they are not equipped to recycle,
diseases they cannot vaccinate against, and
dwindling fresh water supplies.

How to fairly share the cost of supporting the
global south to cope with the crisis while
limiting further damage caused by rich
countries’ highly energy intensive economies is
the conundrum for G7.

The question of how rich countries make and
use electricity is critical, but the poorest
countries, including much of subSaharan
Africa do not yet have adequate access to
electricity.

The International Energy Agency (IEA) has
reported that the clean energy transition must
be ‘fair and inclusive, leaving nobody behind’.
This means taking electricity to countries that
need it, while the advanced economies of the
world cut their greenhouse gas emissions by as
much as 95%.

The IEA points out that

‘it is past time for governments to act,
and act decisively to accelerate clean
energy transformation’.

This means doing two things at once: drastically
cutting fossil fuel energy use, year on year, down
to almost zero by 2030, and finding ways to
supply all the energy we need from renewable
sources. If we don’t do this now, the impacts of
climate change on the global south will continue
to increase. There can be no delay.

just 1% of average annual energy sector
investment per year is enough to bring
clean energy to all who don’t already
have it. this shouldn’t be about how much
it will cost.

If there is any hesitation amongst the G7 it is
because they are concerned for investments and
jobs in the wealthiest places on Earth. This,
despite the evidence that a transition to a green
economy would create millions of highly skilled
jobs.

The IEA says by 2050, energy demand must be
8% smaller than it is today but serving an
economy that is twice as large and a population
that has two billion more people. The G7 must
not drag their heels on this any longer.

levelling up with the global south
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Aries, a natural leader, people look to you for direction in a crisis. As fast as we can
plant trees, they are burning down in increasingly frequent forest fires, being
harvested to feed biomass power stations (not a carbon neutral solution) or dying
from more widespread pests and diseases. Old growth forests are threatened by
logging, clearance for agriculture and development. Yes, you can go vegan, give up
palm oil, shun products made from illegally logged exotic hardwoods, but you can
also go further by showing others how to do the right thing. Galvanise an army of tree
protectors. Stand up to the machines. Top tip, drop tree seeds wherever you go to
create a beautiful and sustaining legacy.

Taurus, you like gardening and good food. Have you been wondering why so many
people in the world are still malnourished, when one third of all the food produced
each day is wasted? Extreme weather events are decimating crops in some of the least
welloff nations. Are you in a position to help? You cannot fix these problems on
your own, that requires behaviour change across the board. Go and check there is
nothing going off in your fridge and organise a cookoff with family and friends. A
week after your last food shop, have a look and see if you have anything left you can
make a meal from. Top tip, use your common sense and ignore sell by dates.

Gemini, you’re good at team sports. Put a team together to crack down on air
pollution. If we have to get to net zero by 2035, we need to abandon our combustion
engine cars. Targets are nice to have but not always achievable. The number of SUV
drivers on the planet adds up to a sizeable country and plenty of models are still
rolling off production lines. Tyre, brake dust and exhaust fumes create a toxic mix of
chemicals that are known to shorten lives. What are the transport solutions that will
work for everyone? Which specialists will be in your dream team? It’s up to you. Just
don’t take too long to figure it out. Top tip, make yourself a journey diary and use it
to cut nonessential trips.

Cancer, you can be very persuasive when you want to be. The world’s oceans have
absorbed most of our excess carbon dioxide, raising their pH by 25% in a century.
To any crab that should ring alarm bells. Sea creatures with a hard exoskeletons or
shells will be vulnerable. Can you persuade everyone to stop burning fossil fuels to
save the worlds corals, shellfish, and crabs? A dead ocean means a dead planet. The
IEA says to stay below 2 degrees of warming we must say no to new oil, coal and gas
and rapidly switch to solar and wind. The future is electric. Top tip, emissions from
aviation are making the problem even worse. Say goodbye to holidays abroad and
embrace the staycation.

horror scopes

Leo, you are generous and warm hearted, but you can also be arrogant and
stubborn, and you don’t like being ignored. No wonder you find it difficult to push
on with environmental campaigns when it seems like no one in power is willing to
act. At least now you are not alone. Millions of activists worldwide are on the streets
daily, campaigning for environmental justice. You are on the front line working
tirelessly to stop the mass extinction. Don’t be afraid to wear your heart on your
sleeve and tell the truth to power. You can be fiercely persuasive when you want to
be. Top tip, a million species are counting on you. There is strength in numbers.
Tell all your friends and stop mowing your lawn.

mystic maerl consults the hydrosphere and predicts the fate of the biosphere in your hands.
In Cornwall we like to make the most of our local resources. We don’t have an octopus in a tank
to predict the outcome of football matches, but we do have our beloved and genetically unique
red Maerl bed in Falmouth Harbour, affectionately known to locals as Mystic Maerl. We asked
Mystic Maerl to consider the twelve astrological signs representing earth, air, fire, and water, and

offer some guidance.



Virgo, you’re hard working, practical, and a nature lover. Right now you’re worrying
about plastic pollution and how a casually discarded bottle can end up floating in a
subtropical gyre. Plastics break down in sunlight and get smashed into microscopic
pieces by wave action. Particles are found on every continent, in air, water, soils and
ice. Ingested by filter feeders, they work their way up the food chain. You are right
to ask how much of the food on your plate contains plastic. Can any meal be classed
as healthy? Double the trouble if it comes readywrapped. Top tip, zero waste
shopping may seem elitist, but it cuts out waste and makes you focus on your needs
without getting distracted by ads and BOGOFs, which are just a con.

Aquarius, you don’t like to be bored, and you won’t be as the Earth superheats
under a thick layer of greenhouse gases. Not even a global effort to cut emissions will
prevent global weirding. Expect the four seasons to merge into one and weather
blocking to become commonplace. Drought, flood, heatwaves and deepfreezing
events are all on the cards. Some places will become unliveable due to extreme heat,
but the UK could get a lot colder as the gulf stream slows right down. Top tip, we
may have just had the warmest decade on record but don’t throw away your thermal
underwear just yet.

Pisces, you like to be in or near water, but did you ever imagine that cities that are
home to billions of people would soon be submerged? Carbon emissions directly
influence sea level rise by warming and expanding the oceans. The emissions
pathway you choose is up to you. Cut global annual emissions from 50 giga tonnes to
zero by 2025 and you have a chance of keeping things as they are. Keep on with
business as usual and the world will soon be paddling in hot, salty water. A midrange
scenario means a metre of sea level rise by 2100, which will sink Miami, Rio de
Janeiro and Shanghai. Top tip don’t move to Asia as this area will be the worst
affected.

Libra, you are fair minded and gentle, and love to champion the underdog. You are
frustrated that a minority are still asking for proof of climate change, but few media
types seem able to provide clear evidence. A worrying phenomenon has been slowly
evolving offshore. The warming hole, otherwise known as the cold blob, is found on
global heat maps. It shows as a blue patch in a sea of red aboveaverage temperature
readings. It indicates a large mass of cold melt water that has run off the Greenland
ice sheet into the North Atlantic. Cold blob slows the movement of currents that
bring warmer water and weather to the UK and is directly attributable to human
activities. Top tip, if global warming is too big a concept for someone to grasp, tell
them about the cold blob.

Scorpio, you are brave and hate those who lie. If you haven’t already, you should
consider a career in journalism. Droughts affect more of the globe than floods and
are becoming more frequent and long lasting. These cause drying soils, rivers, and
peat bogs which release carbon dioxide and methane, tipping the scales of the carbon
budget in the wrong direction. In the UK, droughts and heatwaves are twice as
common as they used to be. Heath fires release carbon and they take a lot of water to
distinguish. A few mistakes with summer barbecues could make the difference
between 1.5 and 2 degrees. Tell your friends, zero waste picnics are fine but
disposable barbecues are banned. Top tip, don’t delay, use social media to start your
campaign.

Sagittarius, you love your freedom and take any opportunity to travel. I bet you are
following the movements of Wally the Walrus right now as he continues his solo
tour. Where he should normally be, Arctic sea ice is vanishing fast. Places to haul
out are limited and beaches are getting crowded. A persistent hot blob of super
heated atmosphere above the North Pole is the cause. Fresh, cold, meltwater is
pushing warm ocean currents further south, keeping Cornish waters cool. Is Wally
just a young, curious vagrant, as specialists have suggested, or a pioneer? Our last
surviving Orcas seem to have the same idea  stay cool. Start asking questions about
the extra polar warming. It’s the most important feature of climate change that isn’t
being talked about. Top tip, if you come across Wally, keep your distance. Make
space for nature.

Capricorn, you are always expecting the worst and you are not alone. The people of
Siberia already know the worst is coming. The average temperature is already 4
degrees warmer than that in preindustrial times. That means hot summers and
immense forest fires. Cracks and sink holes are appearing as the permafrost melts,
releasing huge quantities of methane, a potent greenhouse gas. As the Greenland
icecap melts, we’re finding new oil and gas that we can’t afford to burn as well as rare
earth metals used in renewables. Has humankind reached the end of the road? De
growth is the only way out. Pass the word on. Top tip, promote no till practices and
perennial crops. That’s a practical way of keeping methane in the ground.



the climate has changed. your house has
flooded again, food has become impossibly
expensive, your homegrown crops have failed
again - what would you do to protect yourself
and your family from hardship? perhaps the
only way is to steal or cheat the system?
Imagine that now crime is the only way to get
money to pay the price of food and armed men
are roaming the streets stealing food and
raping women and girls, that you are no
longer sure your neighbour is friendly any
more. and now clean water has stopped
running and no hospitals can function as all
the doctors have left. no kindness any more,
just suspicion and anger. what would you do if
you were a parent watching this happening
around you. would you stay or would you run?
would you attempt to get your children out as
a priority? perhaps pool all your resources
and send your 19 year old son to look for a
safe place?

sadly 10’s of thousands of people are already
on the move for all these reasons. here in the
global north we call them refugees or
economic migrants. we do not call them expats
as that term is for “us” wealthy people, not
“them” with no money. apparently, “they” won’t
integrate, they will overrun us, they will hurt
us. they need to stay where they are.

do you know that many refugees go on to be
doctors, nurses, business people? that crimes
are very rarely committed by a refugee and
compared to the general population refugees
are more law abiding? that just 126,720 refugees
live in the uk - that is 0.26% of our population,
just 2 refugees for every 1000 people.

get ready for earth exit

Boris Johnson pitched his first global social
media campaign today. Building on the
strength of ‘Get Ready for Brexit’, Johnson said
early preparation for departure from Earth in
the 2030s would avoid queues and unnecessary
paperwork. Though only nonrefundable one
way tickets will be available to begin with,
NASA’s success in generating oxygen from
atmospheric carbon on Mars, suggests it will
not be long before return journeys to Earth will
be possible.

they are not dangerous, they are not over-
running us. we must be very careful what
conclusions we jump to and how we deal with
refugees. our caring government uses the
excuse that they are protecting us, the residents
of the uk, by preventing refugees from war and
climate disasters entering. one day it could be
you. we ignore and reject refugees at our peril.

while we constantly hear about programmes to
rescue animals – we expect children and young
adult humans from war torn and non-
functioning countries to stay put and fend for
themselves or suddenly become english speaking,
western educated, well behaved consumers with
white skin.

what is wrong with the global north ? we
continue to buy goods that create these
disasters and allow our governments the
freedom to arm the latest tyrant who thinks it
is their right to steal the riches of the country
while shutting the doors against people made
poor and desperate by the latest disaster.

what fun the wealthy have watching us
consumers busy chasing their next
purchase/offering, too busy to see how they are
being manipulated, enabling the wealthy 1%
gather the riches of the earth around them,
buying their piece of utopia – private water
supply, their own unpolluted private island -
while allowing the land of the rest of us to
become war torn and polluted.

Image credit. yuumeiart.com

the scourge of the world - how worrying about refugees stops us seeing the
problem of stolen wealth
By Love Migrant



obituartrees
by tipping point

hs2, your machines roaring through,

ancient woodlands and meadows.

tearing the heartwood from ecosystems,

fragmenting reserves, destroying wetlands.

disrupting the wild without shame,

badgers’ blood is on your hands.

hs2 tree protectors breaking through.

you say, “we have powers to arrest you.”.

building camps high in the trees,

activists hang up their pleas.

their calls to “stop”! fall on defended ears,

observers wait while the court hears.

hs2, protestors are filming you,

felling innocent oaks to deter bats.

determinedly crushing nest boxes,

blocking up the homes of mr foxes.

making sure everything is dying,

we see and hear you bullying and lying.

hs2, your chainsaws, cutting through-

jone’s hill woods, enchanted hedgerows.

tracked diggers, shredders, chippers,

biomass transported in tippers.

your masked men in hard hats -

shine floodlights at barbastelle bats.

hs2 tunnellers boring through -

cherished grassland, chalk aquifer.

we mourn the cubbington pear!

the owls will not hoot again.

rare streams will run dry.

you are snuffing out natures flame .

hs2 corporates coming through,

sped up journeys for a privileged few.

dislodging, displacing protected species,

for nature, there is no justice,

generations traded for minutes,

natural england, we will never forgive you.

heatwave to hIgh tIde
by positive feedback

phew what a scorcher

not hotter than siberia

where four degrees of warming

Is already happening

permafrost is melting

methane is belching

forests are burning

the land is blackening

the ice cap is turning blue

affecting the albedo

the rate of warming is times two!

what are you going to do?

erect a giant parasol

reflect the sun

build a giant vacuum

suck up the carbon

grow a kelp forest

plant more trees

try to consume less

offset your journeys

but there is no time left

no engineered solution

seven metres of sea level rise

Is the inevitable outcome .

when will they start
by greedy corp

feeding thier hunger for power and greed,
taking from our planet more than they
need

hungry for profits and poisoning our
youth, starving people of the undeniable
truth

media greenwash and corporation lies
worsening the crisis we’ve no place to
hide

the global south already being hit, our
climate is changing when will our leaders
start dealing with it?



obituartrees
by tipping point

hs2, your machines roaring through,

ancient woodlands and meadows.

tearing the heartwood from ecosystems,

fragmenting reserves, destroying wetlands.

disrupting the wild without shame,

badgers’ blood is on your hands.

hs2 tree protectors breaking through.

you say, “we have powers to arrest you.”.

building camps high in the trees,

activists hang up their pleas.

their calls to “stop”! fall on defended ears,

observers wait while the court hears.

hs2, protestors are filming you,

felling innocent oaks to deter bats.

determinedly crushing nest boxes,

blocking up the homes of mr foxes.

making sure everything is dying,

we see and hear you bullying and lying.

hs2, your chainsaws, cutting through-

jone’s hill woods, enchanted hedgerows.

tracked diggers, shredders, chippers,

biomass transported in tippers.

your masked men in hard hats -

shine floodlights at barbastelle bats.

hs2 tunnellers boring through -

cherished grassland, chalk aquifer.

we mourn the cubbington pear!

the owls will not hoot again.

rare streams will run dry.

you are snuffing out natures flame .

hs2 corporates coming through,

sped up journeys for a privileged few.

dislodging, displacing protected species,

for nature, there is no justice,

generations traded for minutes,

natural england, we will never forgive you.

heatwave to hIgh tIde
by positive feedback

phew what a scorcher

not hotter than siberia

where four degrees of warming

Is already happening

permafrost is melting

methane is belching

forests are burning

the land is blackening

the ice cap is turning blue

affecting the albedo

the rate of warming is times two!

what are you going to do?

erect a giant parasol

reflect the sun

build a giant vacuum

suck up the carbon

grow a kelp forest

plant more trees

try to consume less

offset your journeys

but there is no time left

no engineered solution

seven metres of sea level rise

Is the inevitable outcome .

when will they start
by greedy corp

feeding thier hunger for power and greed,
taking from our planet more than they
need

hungry for profits and poisoning our
youth, starving people of the undeniable
truth

media greenwash and corporation lies
worsening the crisis we’ve no place to
hide

the global south already being hit, our
climate is changing when will our leaders
start dealing with it?

We have no idea what is going on at the summit but
in the absence of full and frank reporting we are
using our imaginations.

By Mass Extinction

G7 leaders arriving in Carbis Bay wasted no time in
setting out their stalls, offering the world glimpses of
a greener, cleaner, future. Perhaps they should re
brand as Gaia 7?

After photo opportunities on the green carpet,
President Biden laid out ambitious pledges to invest
heavily in renewables and the new green deal. Even
hinting at taking a leaf out of Greta’s book and sailing
back to the US.

Not to be outdone, Boris Johnson declared he will
pedal back to London. Honouring his commitment
to build political momentum prior to COP 26,
Johnson, the selfconfessed techno optimist,
announced it was a priority already tacitly agreed by
the G7 to bring forward investment in carbon
capture and storage as a matter

of urgency.

Italy will also lead efforts to switch to fabrics that do
not shed billions of tiny microplastic particles.
Supporting the production of organic flax and hemp
and a new rewilding label for the wool industry,
complete with ‘baacodes’ will go some way to
achieving this.

France will assume overall responsibility for transition
to chemical free agricultural production and protecting
terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. Forging a new
green, geographically centred vegan gastronomy, with
guidance for diets that are nutritionally balanced, local,
and distinctive. Cutting imports, packaging,
refrigeration, cooking times, and waste to an absolute
minimum.

Canada will get the job of protecting old growth
forests, and the terrestrial biodiversity they support.
Their first challenge being to stop chopping and
chipping away at the world’s carbon sinks to fuel
bioenergy plants.

blank expressions on the
faces of other leaders
told us all we need to

know about the
cornerstone of the

supposedly oven-ready
global plan to save us
from climate change.

In other words, carbon capture
technology is about as oven ready
as an egg when you want roast
chicken.

Angela Merkel looking
uncharacteristically flustered, made
the journey by train and caused a
crisis in security when she tried to
board a replacement bus at St
Erth.

Merkel surprised all, announcing
her idea of global cooperation,
sharing out the tasks of turning the
blue planet green.

We think she might be on to
something. Our long lens captured
some of the details as she waved
the plan aloft.

Italy will take responsibility for
green fashion, investing in
technology to retrashion and
recycle, raising standards in
overseas manufacturing and
ensuring equitable wages and
working conditions for garment
workers wherever they are based.

the g7 rebranded gaia 7




